HEADS UP

IN AWE OF DISPLAY

By: Dan Mersky, Public Affairs Officer-U.S. Coast G uard Auxiliary
Division 11, August 2007

OTIS AIR BASE-Thousands of onlookers were buzzed by supersonic jets at the Cape Cod Air
Show over the weekend of 25™ and 26" of August. Organizers prepared for a crowd of 100,000
people at the Otis Air National Guard Base. The severity of the traffic jam caused by those
leaving the show indicated planning for a massive turnout of aviation enthusiasts was justified.

But earthbound concerns like traffic fell away inside the sprawling military base, where the
planes looked like predatory prehistoric birds and people wandered through the whale-like
transport aircraft. The show got off to a slow start because of a cloud cover over the Cape and
high winds. The clouds burned off, leaving thousands to swelter on the treeless expanse around
the base’s runway.

Despite the discomfort, it was hard to be anything but awed by the display of cutting-edge
technology. Before the modern jets shocked the audience with their thunder and stunning
acrobatics, a Air Force Reserve Biplane wowed the spectators. The biplane exudes an almost
irresistible nostalgia, but there was nothing warm and fuzzy about the daredevil acrobatics. The
rolls and dives at incredible speeds and altitudes had all eyes glued to the sky.

The crowds were appreciated of the aircraft and the pilots skills which represented the early years
of manned flight, but onlookers were at least equally impressed with the F-117 “stealth fighter”.
Nicknamed “bat planes” the F-117 features a wafer-thin profile to avoid detection by radar. Once
over the heads of an adversary of the United States, they can deliver deadly payloads with
precision.

The United States Army Parachute Team known as the “GOLDEN KNIGHTS” made a grand
entrance with the American flag to mark the start of the Cape Cod Air Show. The United States
Coast Guard used ropes to rappel from a helicopter while a Coast Guard Falcon Jet flew by to
demonstrate to the crowds about search and rescue.

The United States Coast Guard will be taking over administration of Otis from the Air National
Guard this year, but this doesn’'t mean the air shows will go away. One is scheduled for 2009.
The Auxiliary from Division 11 Cape Cod and the Islands provided a booth at the Air Show to
promote the Auxiliary and to recruit people. | would like to give credit to COMO Belmore , Jim
Endress FC, Paul Nevosh FC, Neil Maher SO-VE, Dan Mersky ADSO-PS/SO-PA/SO-PS, Charlie
Lucas, Bob Sabin, Kendall Apte, and Ethan Lowe for their enthusiastic support during the show.



